
 

Autumn is here and looking spectacular.  Autumn is AGM season for Wiltshire CIL and we 
had a great one.  We are also reflecting on national changes to the benefits system as well 
as looking at local developments in our community.  Finally, Sian Darch has written an 
excellent piece about how she uses her community and all the resources within it.  

Sian’s Story is on the back page. 

Annual General Meeting 
Our AGM, held at Trowbridge Rugby Club on Friday 21st October, was very well attended 
with representatives from Wiltshire Council, a range of voluntary sector organisations, 
members and disabled people who use our services.   It was great to hear from Cormac 
Russell about how communities can effect real change themselves by using the many 
assets they have available to them.  This gets us really excited about the role Wiltshire 
CIL has to play in making sure communities work for disabled and older people.   

DLA to PIP  
(Disability Living Allowance to Personal Independence Payment) 

People in Wiltshire who are in receipt of DLA are now being reassessed for PIP.  We know this is 
of real concern to people (Citizen Advice Bureau have received over 1000 calls from worried 
disabled people about the process).  So far reports are mixed, with some people finding the 
process OK, and others reporting loss of benefits.  If you would like to give your views or would 
like the opportunity to get in touch with others who will be going through the process then please 
do contact us by phone: 0300 1233 442, or email: mary@wiltshirecil.org.uk.  There is a brilliant 
website with lots of information and advice for you to use: http://benefitsandwork.co.uk, which 
can answer some common concerns, and also https://community.scope.org.uk/categories/
ask-a-benefits-advisor where you can post a question in an on-line community group and 
receive an answer.  

http://benefitsandwork.co.uk/
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Support for you when 
you are out and about 
 

Are you making use of the Safe Places 
registered businesses in your local town? This 
is a scheme which registers businesses 
prepared to make space available for you to 
rest or ask for help contacting someone if you 
get into difficulties whilst out on your own. Look 
for the yellow sticker on the shop doors or ask 
at your local information point. It helps make a 
safer community for us all to be part of.  
 
Have you got an ICE (In Case of Emergency) 
card? This is a neat credit card sized note of 
the person to contact in case of emergency if 
you need someone to do that for you. It’s useful 
to keep in your wallet or purse in case you are 
taken ill while you are out alone or want to get 
a message to your carer urgently. They are 
available from Safe Places businesses in 
Wiltshire or from the CIL office or ring Clare 
Evans 01249 815170. 
 

Do you have difficulty using many public 
disabled loos because of lack of space or the 
need to use a hoist? Why not support the 
campaign to have proper facilities everywhere: 
www.changing-places.org. This also has a 
list of good sized loos in all areas for your use. 

TIPS FOR EMPLOYERS 
 

COMPLIANCE WITH LAW ON ILLEGAL 
WORKING 

You must  retain a copy of one of the following proofs 
of identity on the employee’s file in order to comply 
with the law on illegal working:   
 

 British Passport (sufficient on its own); or 

 P45 or P60 and a UK Birth Certificate; or 

 Work Permit and an endorsed Passport 

 

A full list of possible evidence documents is available 
from the link below (or contact WCIL for a paper 
copy):  

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/
uploads/attachment_data/file/441957/
employers_guide_to_acceptable_right_to_work_

documents_v5.pdf 

 

NATIONAL MINIMUM WAGE INCREASES 
These rates are for the National Living Wage and the 
National Minimum Wage from 1st October 2016. 

 
 

DECEMBER PAYROLL NOTIFICATION 
DATE 

Please notify Payroll of the December hours by  

Friday 16
th

 December and specify if you would like 
your PAs to be paid earlier than usual. 

25 and over 21 to 24 18 to 20 Under 18 

£7.20 £6.95 £5.55 £4.00 

Cllr Jerry Wickham  
 - visits Wiltshire CIL  
Jerry Wickham who is the new portfolio 
holder for Health and Social Care at 
Wiltshire Council came to visit Wiltshire 
CIL offices this month; he was given the grand tour 
and asked us lots of great questions about the 
services we provide.  He also made his Pledge to 
#makesomeonewelcome - [more about this on 
page 3]  

Wiltshire Council’s new 
charging policy 

As you will be aware Wiltshire Council has 
recently changed its charging policy.  We would 
like to feedback to Wiltshire Council about how 
this has affected disabled and older people 
using social care services.   

Please contact us if you would like to share any 
thoughts on this.   Please also let us know 
whether you would be happy for us to share 
your name or you would like to keep it 
anonymous:  

Telephone: 03001233442 or email: 

mary@wiltshirecil.org.uk  

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/441957/employers_guide_to_acceptable_right_to_work_documents_v5.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/441957/employers_guide_to_acceptable_right_to_work_documents_v5.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/441957/employers_guide_to_acceptable_right_to_work_documents_v5.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/441957/employers_guide_to_acceptable_right_to_work_documents_v5.pdf
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Make Someone Welcome - just got personal  

Individuals can now sign up to the Make Someone welcome campaign, by 
making a pledge to help make their community great for everyone.  
 
Here are some pictures of people who have made a pledge already - some 
familiar faces from Wilts CIL as well as Julian Kirby, CEO of Age UK Wiltshire.  
You can make your own pledge and upload it to Twitter and Facebook making 
sure to tag us and including #makesomeonewelcome   

Make Someone Welcome continues to attract new groups and lots of attention, with appearances 
on BBC radio and lots of activity on Twitter. We are really excited about it and think it can be a real 
movement for change in our communities in Wiltshire. The groups that are signing up are already 
trying to be inclusive, and want to make sure that they are able to make contact with hard to reach 
groups.  As Wiltshire Cricket says: 
 

‘It has the potential to become a mantra for all community clubs and creating opportunities 
across the county for anyone who might be interested in joining and taking part in 

something new (or old) in their local area.’ 
 

Groups especially liked our use of social media – and we are getting lots of interest from all over the 

country.  Follow us @WILTSCIL, using the #makesomeonewelcome   

             Co-production group 
We have a lively and active co-production group at Wiltshire CIL, who input into our 
work and also discuss matters local and national.  We meet every six to eight weeks 
in a local venue and can provide transport.  

The co-production group are very active and have been involved in the design of Wiltshire CIL 
support planning service, including the plan itself.  They have fed back to Wilts Council about the 
direct payment service and have had discussions about the transfer of DLA to PIP.  

The group consists of disabled people and carers and currently there are 10 members.  

We are looking for two new members.  If you are interested in joining us please get in touch: 

03001233442 (option 3) or email: mary@wiltshirecil.org.uk  

FREE Training for PAs  
Help protect the future of the Personal Assistant (PA) workforce and invest in their personal 
development by accessing FREE training.  Wiltshire CIL have been awarded funding to enable        
us to offer free training opportunities to PAs.  See what’s on offer on the back page.... 

mailto:mary@wiltshirecil.org.uk


 

Wiltshire CIL   11 Couch Lane   Devizes   SN10 1EB        

Company No. 5480761 Charity No. 1120611                                               

Disclaimer 
The information in this newsletter is provided by Wiltshire CIL as a service to readers.  Wiltshire CIL cannot guarantee that 
the information provided is accurate, verified, comprehensive, or complete. For this reason, you should not rely, nor act upon 
any of the information contained in these pages without professional advice.  If you do so, it will be entirely at your own r isk.  
The views expressed in these articles are those of the individual author and are not necessarily endorsed by Wiltshire CIL. 
Use of external links on the Wiltshire CIL website 
Wiltshire CIL accepts no responsibility for the content of external websites.  The decision to include these links should in no 
way be seen as an endorsement of the views expressed, they are those of the author or the organisation. 

         People’s Solutions 
 

My name is Sian, I have mitochondrial disease. I use a wheelchair for going 
out and I have a PA called Diane who helps me with getting out and about.  I 
have I think a good social life apart from the things I do which are targeted 
for people with disabilities, such as my props and Drama.  
 
I also go to a young persons club where we do different activities like go to the pub (my 
favourite) to doing sports and various other stuff. 
 
I enjoy going to a local social club where I play Bingo once a week plus they hold Discos, have 

bands there on Saturday's, BBQs in the summer.  I have made lots of friends there and I enjoy a good night out !  
I do flower arrangements in Dorchester which believe it or not is a great time we laugh a lot.  Zone Club in 
Bradford on Avon a music, dance and drama club run once a month, a lively and noisy place but good fun.  
 
My all time favourite thing to do is the theatre I love the big musicals and try and go often, either to London or 
Southampton you name the show I've probably seen it ! 
 
To keep myself fit I go to active fit classes at the local leisure centre. I do sports followed by stretch classes on 
Mondays, Aqua Fit Tuesdays, and sometimes I do circuit training on Thursdays. 
 
I do have to say that I couldn't do any of this without my PA she's my link to the outside world. Without a PA I'd 
be stuck indoors going crazy looking at four walls and that doesn't bear thinking about. 

 

FREE Training for PAs  
Help protect the future of the Personal Assistant (PA) workforce and invest in their personal development by 

accessing FREE training.  Wiltshire CIL have been awarded funding to enable us to offer free training 

opportunities to PAs. For more details on what is included in each course and to book places please contact 

Lucie on 0300 1233 442 (Option 3) or email: lucie@wiltshirecil.org.uk  

Back Fill Costs…. There is some provision for employers to claim back fill costs for their PAs who attend these 

courses and where you have to find alternative cover.  If you would like to apply for this please request a ‘Back 

Fill Claim Form’ when booking.  Applications will be assessed on a case by case basis as there is limited funding 

for this provision. 

COURSE TITLE VENUE DATE  TIME 

MOVING & HANDLING Swindon:First City Training Offices 15th November 2016 9.30—16.30 

HEALTH & SAFETY Calne : Fire Station 6th December 2016 9.30—16.30 

SAFEGUARDING Potterne: Wiltshire Scout Centre 18th January 2017 9.30—16.30 

UNDERSTANDING BEHAVIOUR Melksham: Fire Station 31st January 2017 9.30—16.30 

COMMUNICATION (For Employers & PAs) Melksham: Fire Station 15th February 2017 9.00—13.00 

MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS Melksham: Fire Station 15th February 2017 13.30—17.30 

AUTISTIC SPECTRUM CONDITIONS Melksham: Fire Station 27th February 2017 9.30—16.30 

SUPPORTING EMPLOYERS WITH A 

LEARNING DISABILITY 

Melksham: Fire Station 14th March 2017 9.30—16.30 

DEMENTIA AWARENESS Melksham: Fire Station 29th March 2017 09.30—16.30  

mailto:lucie@wiltshirecil.org.uk

